
WORKING GIRLS RESPONSIVE TO MODESTY APPEAL
W oman Who Studied Cases of 1 ID,000 Young Women Tells*of Suc¬

cess by Power of Example and Suggestion.Importance of the
Socially Prominent Barring the Extreme in Clothes Is Stressed

k , T rKLL, I'm fired:" said the little

\\J girl, flopping- down in a Chair
* * in a heap. A very pretty girl so

\oung looking Ithat she must have had
'rouble getting her license to work, stylishly
dressed too.

The woman in charge of the Girls' Work
Department of a great welfare association
looked up and asked: "What happened?"

"It was my first job and took me so long
tc get it that 1 dassent go home now I've lost
it. Waiting on table in a restaurant. This

morning I had given a man his eggs and
toast and was just going to set a cup "of
hot coffee by his plate when he looked up
and said: 'You'll meet me to-night at C
o'clock, and I'll show you the highest kind
c.f a time.' I wasn't feeling any too bright,
so 1 fired the coffee In his face, and the boss
fired me."
That was the story. As It was still early

in the day some of the field workers got busy
end found the girl another job so that she
n.o longer dreaded to go home. Miss Gertrude
Gogin, secretary of the National Girls' Work,
Y. W. C. A., told the story. She added:
"This is the type of the younger group of

Industrial and business girl with whom we
deal, trying to give her correct standards
of living and some idea of sane recreation.
Her age varies from 12 to 18. depending on
State laws for permitting her to go to work.
The younger ones are employed at mechani¬
cal tasks In factories, like counting spools of
thread, or at filing and beginning stenog¬
raphy In office work. The others go from
commercial hiirh school to offices where
they pretend to be expert stenographers.
"For five years and longer we have

stressed work with these adolescent girls,
and we are delighted to see that The New
York Herald has taken up the same kind of
work and is helping In a big way by showing
Just what the conditions are. Of course,
The Herald articles have dealt with the
younger society set, their manners, dress,
irreverence toward elder persons and re¬
ligion, but the lesson permeates to our girls,
for theln models are that very class of so¬
cially prominent adolescents.

Wotking Girls Ape Manners
And Dress of the Smart Set

"How our work girls swarm the streets at
the noon hour! One sees them in shoals on
tha avenues up town and no doubt you see
almost a continuously fiowing river of them
between 12 and 1:30 o'clock passing Cham¬
bers street and Broadway and scores of
other business corners.
"They are of one type outwardly. They

wear the sheerest low-neck walits, the filmi¬
est silk stockings. the most valuable looking
fur coats. In fact, our working Kirls try
their best to apo the pretty and showy
young women whom one sees hopping out of
an automobile drawn up in front of a Jewel¬
ler's or a specialty shop any afternoon. The
working girls will go to great lengths to
deceive the ignorant passer, to make him
believe they are as free from restraint as
that other protected set. And why shouldn't
they be?

"I don't know how they do It. or rather, I
do know but can't yet understand why they
do some of the tilings. I asked the pretty
girl who had Just been 'fired' from her first
loh where she got her elegant fur coat.
Said she, 'Oh, that's easy. It cost $80 and
1 paid a dollar down and am to pay a dollar
a month till I'm square. It wasn't very good

fur, but I take cure of it and I can put it
over.'
"This is one of the dangers besetting :v

girl of this kind; it encourages lier to other
forms of,deception that a re character de¬
stroying. And suppose the girl I spoke of
first had not been so precipitate; suppose
she had 'jollied' along the stranger who
wanted to give her the 'highest kind of a
time?' "

.In the national campaign undertaken and
carried on ever since the war against con¬
tinual dancing, as if that were the solitary
form of amusement open to a young girl',
against unseemly find inappropriate dress
and against dangerous freedom of ways in
connection with the opposite sex about
110,000 girls of the adolescent age have
come under the influence of the field work¬
ers and their 600 local assistants. Miss
Gogin herself is much of the time travelling
about the country investigating the work as
it progresses and asking suggestions from
the girls themselves for improving and en¬

larging It.
"Girls to-day; women to-morrow: and to

help them grow to be fine women is our big
task. It is so big, so full of difficult prob¬
lems that we heed all the help possible.
We ought to get it from the very society
set of girls Tiik New York Hekald is trying
to convert to quieter manners and saner
dress. I think if these girls knew how far
leaching their example is they would help
us and incidentally help themselves.
"In the first place it is not easy ^o get

hold of the girls. They are suspicious of
anything that has the word 'Christian' as its
middle name. They don't want to come here
at first or go to any of the other centres,
but we trust to the influence of those girls
that have come.

Finding There Is Pleasure
In Things That Are Good

"Girls bring girls. That is the maxim in
which we implicitly rely, and by it we re¬
cruit our girl reserves. We have no absurd
restrictions; we do not object to dancing but
encourage it in a wise way; we know that
adolescent girls grow up to be better women
when they have the natural association of
boys and we offset the lack of home life by
urging the girls to have their young male
friends call on them in the public reception
rooms provided for that very purpose.
"After a tftne. sometimes longer, some¬

times shorter, our 'reserves' decide that we
are not narrow bigots in anything; they
learn that there is pleasure or at least pleas¬
ant things even in religion; they see for
themselves that there are other forms of
recreation as Jolly as dancing and finally they
begin personally to take interest and even
to suggest the things they would like to do.
Then we feel they are safe.
"Now, the girls when they first come to ns

in this haughty, suspicious mood, almost re¬
sentful toward the friends that brought
them along, very often look perfectly freak¬
ish. Their faces are covered with rouge and
powder, their dress is almoHt ridiculous.is
wholly so when you remember that they
work hard for the money that pays for these
cheap imitations of current fashions. They
don't accept what we say and we don't urge
it. We wait until they bring us suggestions
of their own.

"In Chicago recently a strong effort was
imitation. These girls are profoundly af¬
fected by personality and when thej* see a
teaefcer whom they like well dressed, even
fashionably dressed, but not in the extreme
folly of certain fashions, they unconsciously
follow her. Occasionally, of course, there
will be one who keeps rlRht along with her
paint and silly dress and nobody will take
her to task for it. We know that she is

probably a good girl, bat unawakened in
some things."
This Boston woman is optimistic about her

sex aiul especially about the working girl.
She would not admit, when questioned aliout
lier experience, that it had ever been un¬

happy. An this point she mailt; the reas¬

suring- assertion that, potentially, every girl
is "right."

"All you have to do to bring out the goo«l
in these 15 and 17 year old girls is to sur¬
round them with the best examples. They
are sure to reflect the finer qualities in them
because they instinctively admire goodness
and fineness. That's why you ought to
stress the duty of their richer sisters to
present to our working girls something com¬
mendable in dress and deportment. It
would have a wonderful effect.
"Thus the simpler outfit frequently has

but to be seen to be at once a 'opted by our
reserves and we And that the 'teen' girls,
who include grade school girls, high school
girls, and* younger girls in" business and
industry, have more appreciation of this out¬
fit's advantages -than the girls out of their
teens. This is because these youngsters are
nearer the 'play' age and have not yet ac¬
quired the 'beau' habit. But even after

Working girls properly and im¬
properly dressed. By example, the
Y. W. C. A. hopes to abolish immodest
clothes, excessive rouge, etc.

they have Decorm- younji women the re-
nerves have shown no disposition to fall
back tnto foolish fashions.
"Faith In them is natural because they

made most of the rules by which they live

for themselves. For instance, wo encourage
free expression of opinion on all subjects
kindred to the ones we are discussing. The
Klrls frequently hold ronvent'nns lusting;
from Friday night until SJunday night, and

Feminine Super Rights Idea of Pastor Analyzed hv Woman Lawyer
MOST Interesting statement regarding

position on the subject of the
x super rights of women to which they

naturally fell hoir when they were given
the right to vote without any attempt to re¬

peal the laws that had been enacted for their
protection is furnished by the flev. Dr.
William Carter, pastor of Throop Avenue
i'resbyterian Church In Brooklyn.

Dr. Carter has- addressed several organiza¬
tions recently upon the subject, "Have
,Vomen's Rights 1 taught Men's Wrongs?" a
topic which never fails to draw an audlencc
and which Is understood or misinterpreted
according to the state of mind of the hearer.
The minister, at his home, readily agreed

to discuss the subject.

Nothing of the Woman Hater

In justice to Dr. Carter it should be
stated that he is most distinctly not a woman
hater. Not once during the interview did
lie say anything which could lie even dis¬
torted into a reflection upon the sex. He
liave the impression of profound respect,
innate chivalry and a desire to protect
women against any injustice whatever. In a

ireneral way, and this statement did not come

sjieciflcally from him, his criticism seems

to be that women are attempting to abandon
the protecting care of those who havo been
>o proud to guard them .-ucalnat evil, and
..re seeking to secure by the enactment of
more law that which has always been theirs
. ver since the male began to iruard his mate
nnd provide for hie young.

"In the first place." said Dr. Carter, "I
have always been opposed to giving women

the tight to vote. I was against. It before
the law was parsed and I have observed
nothing sinco its enactment to cause me to
change my mind.
"Understand I do not oppose women's suf¬

frage on the account of men, but on their
own account. T think they made a mistake
In asking for It. One reason Is that a man
always went to the polls and voted for him¬
self and wife anyway, and they always
very largely controlled what we did.
"My principal reason, however, for op¬

posing giving them the right to \-ote Is the
result It Is having and win continue to havo
upon woman and her manner of living

In Dr. Carter's Makeup

Rev. Dr. Carter Sees Unusual Legal Favoritism to Sex Now That the Ballot Has Been Given,
but Miss Stephenson Asserts Protective Laws Are Not Essential

Also I am of the opinion thnt women did not
care about having the right to vote. Cer¬
tainly tho majority of those I personally
know did not care about it, and men from
other sections of the couhtry with whom I
have talked tell me the same thing Is true
where they reside.

"Upon several occasions I have spoken of
tho fact that women, having been given tho
light to vote, have been allowed to think
that they are upon an absolutely legal
equality with men, when as a matter of fact
they are not seeking equality and do not
want It. They want something more than
. duality. They want equality plus. They do
rot want to repeal the laws which men
passed fn lieu of giving them the vote. Let
its see what «omn of these are.
"First there are the alimony and divorce

laws. Mind you, I do not believe in alimony
at all for either women or men. I believe In
it only for the children. The little Innocents
should lie protected, but alimony should stop
right there. However. It Is a fact that a

woman can su«' for alimony and a man has
not that right, no matter how well able his
Wife may be to pay h!m. On- It be said that
such a state Is fair and that rndfi and women
are equal before the law In that Instance?

'*">ne ground for divorce is non-support,
but this allegation may be made only by a
woman.
"A man is responsible for his wife's debts,

but she Is not responsible for his. This
may be carried to an absurdity. A woman
directly after her marriage may begin buy¬
ing extravagantly and absolutely wreck her
husband financially If she wants to by pur-
chas'ng Jewelry and things which may be
concealed. He has no recourse and can be
taken Into court and made to pay. The wife
Is not responsible for even the smallest debt
of her husband.

Dower Laws Put Man's Property
At Mercy of His Wife's Whims

"Here is another thing a woman can do.
If her husband be Infirm and to her thinking
about to die she may make thousands of
dollars In debts, Just as we know some

young Rngllshtn'-n go Into debt expecting to
pay when they succeed to the title. When
her husband dies, although she may be
wealthy In her own name, a woman's dehts
must be paid from the proceeds of her hus¬
band's estate, and if thero is not sufficient
left the merchants are not paid. This Is
true only of women, not men.

"Think of the dower laws for a moment
I know of a ease where a young woman
married an old man. I put it that way be¬
cause he did not do the marrying. She did
it. He was wealthy. Shortly after the wed¬
ding: sho told him that ho must Hell hi*
property. He demurred, Haying he had good
Investments. The wife plainly said he must
sell because she wanted her share of what
had been his until he married. When he
refused she told him she would refuse to
sign any deeds or any mortgage loans on
his property. She kept her threat and
brought him to the verge of bankruptcy.
"Then there are the Inheritance laws. I

heard of a man who decided to make a little
extra provision for his wife. So he saved
his money an«V bought a piece of property.He gave It to her. She died. He thought It
would bo returned to him by the admlnls-
trator, but she had died without making a
will «o he was cut off entirely from inheriting
her estate, and he saw the property that he
had worked and saved for divided among
her sisters. Of course, they had no children.

"In thirty-eight States of the Union the
law specifically states that a man shall have
no shn In the earnings of h's wife, but all
States.i think there Is not a single excep-

Hon. Including the thirty-fight referred to.
make a man responsible for the household
debts. In other words, if they both work he
ha* no share in her earnings, but she has n
share in his i>ay envelope.
"One of tne statist leal bureaus recently

issued a statement declaring that 4,000,000
persons are out of work in the United States.
If this be true the faol that women are
takfrig the places of men Is largely respon¬
sible. Of course there has been an industrial
let up. too, but it did. not throw anything
like 4.000,000 "tfut of work. The wom*n took
the places of men during the war and tiow
refuse to give them tip. The employers re¬
tain them because they will work for less
money. We men are out of work. They
take, our Jobs, keep our pay, Willi not shore
with us what they earn and then make us
pay the household bills or go to Jail. Surely
the criticism that women think quickly but
not deeply is correct.
"Now lie.* is a curious phase to this whole

situat.'on. Neither I nor any other right
thinking man really wants to repeal thes<<
laws for the protection of women. They
need them now Just as much as they *Ver
did and we men will continue to protect
them whether they want us or not."

? I

Women Want Equality Onlv, Savs Defender
THK reply of Miss Sarah Htephrnnon to

the views of f)r. William CArter on
the super rights of women Is an

illuminating statement of tho woman'* side
of the question. She present* her opinions
forcefully and with emphasis.

"Please do not get the Irlea," she said, "that
I am a bitter feminist. because I am not.
I am not bitter about anything I t»v to be
a friendly kind of person, and I always en¬
deavor to see the humor of every situation."

Miss 8tephenson undoubtedly succeeds in
her endesvors. She Is decidedly affable, and
one easily understands why she has been
Indorsed by the organizations of the First,
8< venth and Sixteenth Assembly districts of
Brooklyn and various women's organizations
In Brooklyn for the position of City Magis¬
trate, with the request that she be assigned
to the Woman's Court and the Domestic
Relations Court. There will !*¦ six vncnncios
to b" filled on May 1 by Mayor Hylan.

Directly over the desk of Minn Stophenson
In her ofllc© at 16 Court street. Brooklyn,
hang* a placard upon which Is printed the
famous anylng of President Lincoln: "It adds
nothing to my satisfaction that another man

*hnll be disappointed." Miss Stephenson
says that is her motto.
Mho began the practice of law In 1MB and

wax the first woman to open a law office In
Brooklyn. She Ik now the Borough Secre¬
tary of Brooklyn, having been appointed by
President Edward Riegelmann In October,
lftis.
"My View* are directly the oppoalte of

those of I>r. Carter," she said smilingly. "1
favored suffrage for women because of the
result it is havtpg. and which it will con¬
tinue to have, upon their manner of living.
Women arc broadening out all the time.
They are thinking; and acting for them¬
selves. Surely thnt must be agreeable to
toltelllgxnt Wen. Man does not want sn

unintelligent human being sitting at th<
head of his tahl< any moru. H« wants a

pal, a companion wit whom he can discus*
the questions of the day.
"Since women have been Riven the right

to vote I see a big difference In the homes
I visit. The women love their homes Just
as much as formerly and take Just. a* good
care of them, hut they are also Informing
themselves about the affairs of the world
and can discuss matters intelligently at their
own tables with their families instead of re¬

maining silent.
"An intelligent mart does not want to

marry a dishwasher. He wants a wife.
"We are told that wnmen want more than

equality.equality phis. I believe It Is. Re¬
cently the women appeared at Albany and
tasked that they lie placed upon an absolute
equality with the men. We do not want the
protection of special laws. We are able to
lake care of ourselves.
"A great cry Is made ab< ;ilimony. It

Is perfectly right that a man should pay
alimony to the wife thst is forced to leave
him because of his misconduct. The reason
is perfectly simple. When a man marrten
his wife either gives up the job sh<- has or

she falls to learn any work or profession.
She engages solely in the business of man¬

aging his home e<"onomlcally and intelli¬
gently. He remains on the Job that brings
In the rovrnue. Then comes the divorce. If

Slave and Wife Alike
MISS SARAH STEPHENSON U a

parallelitt. Here it one which she
hat drawn of the legal ttatut of women
and alaves in 1848 before the slave*
were freed and before the fight began
to improve the legal status of women;

SLAVE
Could not

Own property
Keep earnings
Make legal contract
Sue or be sued
Kstabllsh business
si(tii as a witness
Teatlfy In court
Dead in law

Children belonged to
master

If slave left master,
cMUI take nothing
with her ,

Could be whipped by
master.

wirt
Could not

0*n property
Keep earnings
Make legal contract
Sue or be sued
(Establish business
Sign as a witness
T«5s»lfy In court
Sunk Identity In that
of husband

Those of wife
husband

Nelthfr could wife, as
all her property
belonged to him

Husband could hen;
wlfo.

Miss Gertrude Gogin, secretary of the National Girls' Work of
the Y. W. C. A., in campaign to aid working girls.

nt these questions of dress and deportment
come up. The former was assumed aa the
major problem for high school girls and the
youpger Industrial girls at a convention thus
described which was recently held in Phila¬
delphia.
"What the girls themselves said about

modern dress and how it should be reformed
while still remaining fashionable and attrac¬
tive would help some of the would-be elder
reformers.
"For we urge self-government, and it has

been found to be the way to keep the girls
keenly alive to the best things life offers
either of edification or recreation. So these
conferences are productive of great good.
There will be a ten day conference held at
Ne*>ahwin, Pa., next summer, and the social
problems, including this principal one of
dress, will be threshed out.

"In order to work systematically five com¬
missioners were appointed by the reserves,
who will meet at Nepahwin to draw up a

Y. W. C. A. Questionnaire for High School Girls
A QUESTIONNAIRE by High School Girl Reiervc. of the Y. W. C. A. i* to be
*¦ cent to members throughout the country. Beside* five questions each on the
subjects of Health, Finance and Honor, five each are asked about the debate^
subjects, Dress and Conduct, which are as follows:

Have you kept the recommendation concerning the simple form of dress?
What do you consider violations of a sensible hairdress?
How prevalent are georgette waists in you# school?
What do you consider the standard regarding cosmetics for high school

girls, in school and outside of school?
What do you consider an ideal wardrobe for a high school girl?

QUESTIONS ON CONDUCT.
The following are the questions on Conduct:
Is there much powdering in public by high school girls? .

What do you consider a standard for. conduct on the street for Girl Reserves?
What do you think is the proper evening dress for high school girls?
Do you think that the use of perfume is appropriate for a high school girl?
Do you approve of socks for girls in high school?

questionnaire in which theBe much discussed
things shall have the leading place. Theae
commissioners have done their work and the
questionnaire has been sent out broadcast.
Answers to it are Just beginning to come In.
There Is a unanimous opinion expressed dis¬
crediting the mode of dress of the present
day and advocating proper changes; but It
Is amusing to note that none of those who
answer the questions wishes to be considered
'unfashionable,' but all believe it is a girl's
or a woman's duty to look as nice as she can
and to have as good a time as she can.

"That's what we advocate for our mem
hers. When they think of this place we

want them to think of lots of fun, of more

friends, of peppy programmes, of new In¬
terests $nd a chance to do other girls some

KOOd.

Acting on the Principle
That a Good Time Is Normal

"For we act on the prlnclplo that having
a good time is normal. If we gst the op¬
portunity we can show two types of girls.
those who need it. most.that to follow the
things fashion decrees, that is to follow them
blindly, is not to have a good time. Quite
the reverse.
"The two types referred to are the fac¬

tory girls or those whose work-a-day lives
are colorless, and the department store girls,
who see life too highly colored. Undoubt¬
edly these two afford us the vastest prob¬
lem and are hardest to reach and Influence.
The former require excitement and go to

dangerous lengths to secure it; they are the
girls who come to harm In cheap dance halls.
The other girl is apt to ruin herself trying to
look in a muslir> model (made by herself in
her hall bedroom) as gorgeous as the rich
man's daughter docs :n some costly "stulT.
Their temptations differ In kind but they
resemble each other in degree. Both ar<*

hard to withstand.
"nut the young girls in both these classes

have pretty good heads and when a thing is
in front of them they can see it. They real¬
ize, for instance, when they see how attrac¬
tively iind yet how modestly some girls can
dress, that it is foolish to adopt extremes
of fashion. I have scarcely seen It to fail
that when a girl who has been wearing to
business a frail diaphanous waist sees how
much prettier and more serviceable Is a

washable one, the next tin^e she adds to her
business outfit she supplies it with several
of the washable variety.
"Example! Oh, the force of it! Once let

the society young woman wash her face
clean of the nasty rouge a.id paint and you
will see the working girl will clean hers,
too. Once let the society young woman

put on sensible shoes and drop her skirt to

their tops and you will meet in the business
sections shoals of oretty voung women in
decently long skirt and sensible foot gear.

"I repeat that the force of ejqample,
everywhere powerful, is particularly so with
these self-supporting girls. How much th
daughters of the rich could do for thesi-
girls, without a. minute's interferenctK^ith
their own pleasure and comfort! Do you
suppose the rich girls ever think of this?"

the wife to be thrown out of doors, without
any knowledge of how to ,io about the
business of earning a living for herself anil
her children, and without any mean* of
support? Surely it Is not necessary to argue
the question.
"With regard to the statement that a

man is responsible for the debts made by
his wife. The laws of the various States
differ somewhat regarding this matter, but
In this State a man Is responsible only for
those debts made by his wife In conducting
the home, and then only for the necessities
of life. Luxuries he cannot be made to

pay for. This Is right. The wife has no

means of securing money except from the
husband. If she has the authority to pur¬
chase for the home, and surely she has be¬
cause if she did not make th»j>urchnse* the
home would be neglected, then It is right
that a sufficient amount of what the man

earns be used in paying the bills of the
home. .

"Certainly u man has no share in the
earnings of his wife. That is something we

fought for, and we succeeded in having the
change made in the law only about 1S9S
We have so fixed the law that a loafing,
drunken hum can no longer appear at a

factory , payroll window and demand the
earnings of his wife.

How One Woman Lost Out
In Legal Fight Over Savings

"We ha<l a case here in Hrooklyn in 191 j
that shows what can still lx» done to women.

A certain woman skimped#and saved and
went without the clothes she would have
liked to wear until she had Increased a gift
of $200 from her husband to about fflOO
Then he^ husband tried to get the money out

of the savings bank. The matter wai con¬

tested In court and the law gave the man

the money because she hnd saved It from the
household expense allowance. They took
her money away from her.
"We are sustained in our contention for

equality by the Hible. In Oenesls It Is
written. 'And Ood said, let us make man In
our Image after our likeness: and let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea,' Ac.
He did not say 'Jjet him have dominion.' He
said 'Them.' Directly under this passage
we find:
"'So Ood created man in his own Image.

In the image of Ood created he him. Male
and female created he them."

"There is one thing 1 want to say In con¬

clusion, and I wish I knew some way to be
very forceful about this. There will con¬
tinue to be happy homes, splendid fathers,
good mothers and children In this world.

'
no matter what laws are paxsed. repealed or

(all to pasM. There will always be fine,
sweet and noble men and women lo carj v on

the work of the home and the work ot the
w orld."


